
WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT:   
Farm Advisors NZ Ltd & AgSafe NZ Ltd 
Property & Farm Management Consultants& Safety Consultants 

Phone: 07-8563443;   e-mail: findlay@farmconsulting.co.nz We are located at Innovation Park in Hamilton. 
Website: www.farmconsulting.co.nz          http://agsafe.nz   Follow AgSafe on Facebook. 

16 October 2021 
Daily grass growth rates:                                   Range  60 to 85 kg DM/ha/day.  
Average pasture cover:                                      2375 kg DM/ha.   
10 cm soil temperature:                                     15.5⁰C    
Rainfall  (Hamilton)– Month to date:                45 mm.   October 10 year Av 97 mm. 
Stock prices report:                                            Steers                           $3.105/kg 
        Bulls                                  $2.986/kg 
               Boner Cows                           $2.344/kg 
                                                    Store lambs                             $124.00 
          Feeder Calves                         $75.57 

   Weaner bulls  151 to 250 kg  $547.35/head or $2.969/kg 
Mating is underway on most seasonal supply dairy farms.  Heat detection is the key to a successful mating.  Autumn 
calvers should be pregnancy tested around this time and any empty cows can be mated for spring calving next year. 

Week commencing 18 October 2021 
 This Week Nth Is This Week Sth Is Last Week Av 1 Year ago 

18 kg YX Lamb (cents/kg) $9.18            $9.10          $9.14 $6.90 

21 kg Mutton (cents/kg) $6.62  ^              $6.65           $6.62 $4.62 

     

P2 Steer (270 to 295 kg) $6.35  ^      $6.00  ^          $6.02 $5.12 

M Cow (160 to 195 kg) $4.45  ^       $4.60         $4.50 $3.85 

Bull (270 to 295 kg) $6.10   ^         $6.00  ^                   $5.91 $4.95 

     

Venison (60 kg AP Stag) $6.90       $7.05          $6.97 $6.40 

  Previous Week 1 year ago   2 yrs ago 

Fine Crossbred Indicator price $4.00 $4.00 $ 2.23         $ 5.50 

Mid Micron Indicator price $6.37 $6.37 $5.36           $10.57 

Butter (NZ $ per tonne) $ 7000 $7075 $ 5260         $6520 

Skim Milk Powder (SMP NZ $ per tonne) $ 4750 $ 4800 $ 4625         $4350 

Whole Milk Powder (WMP NZ $ per 

tonne) 
$ 5375 $ 4900 $ 4575        $5000             

Cheddar Cheese (NZ $ per tonne) $ 6150 $6225 $ 5900         $5400 

Casein (lactose casein NZ $ per tonne)  $15000 $15350 $ 10900       $8450 

Global Dairy Trade Index 1229 1229 967                1010 

US currency $0.705 $0.693 $0.660         $0.670 

Euro $0.607 $0.600 $0.574         $0.587 
Australian dollar $0.950 $0.949 $0.934         $0.928 
 
Finance:  The NZ dollar firmed again over the week and is now back over the 70 cents mark.   Brent Crude oil prices are remaining 
high and coal and gas prices are continuing to increase. 
Wool:  Wool prices remain in the doldrums.   
Beef, Sheep & Venison schedules: Schedules are continuing to trend upwards in all categories as the different companies attempt 
to leap-frog each other with their schedules.  Venison prices are positive. 
Dairy Prices:   Dairy commodities remain firm with good international demand for the main commodities.  The early season production 
is down slightly on last year as the season nears its peak in the north island. 

  
The school holidays end this weekend and a few rural children will not be returning to school due to the Covid level-3 restrictions.  
It is important to understand the rules and regulations around children operating farm equipment.  A robust health & safety policy 
will assist in the conversation with all people on the farm regarding the rules and regulations. 
 
Quote:  “Your hardest times often lead to the greatest moments of your life. Keep going. Tough situations build strong 
people in the end.” 
 



Need Help. If at any time you just want to talk about being isolated on your farm and to have a chat, just call me – no charges!!  
027-2872886.  Rural Support Trust 0800-787-245.  Lifeline 0800-543354.  Crisis TXT – HELP (4357)  

You can hear us live on the radio on Monday morning at 7.35 am with Brian Kelly on Country Sport Breakfast – Radio NZ 
Gold AM.  792 AM in the Waikato & 1332 AM in Auckland. 

Jim’s Weekly Rant:  
Objectivity has gone out the window and division is the consequence.  I came across a quote the other day from Joseph 
Joubert “ The aim of an argument or discussion should not be victory, but progress”.   The divisions in our society are 
widening as the people forget how to discuss or even argue issues.  People forget how to properly research information to 
develop an informed view and as a consequence blindly believe an authoritarians opinion as fact.  Debate is stifled and 
open discussion seems to be banned as opposing sides become polarized and entrenched.  In NZ we are experiencing 
division around the vaccine debate with vitriolic attacks from both sides without people understanding each other and 
having decent conversations.  Sandra Goudie, the Mayor or Coromandel, has stated she is waiting for a different vaccine 
to be available and Siouxsie Wile (and others) came out with a personal attack on Sandra Goudie – no discussion, just 
attack.  We have the divisions in the climate change debate where there is no debate, just propaganda promoting the UN 
views and declarations.  The main media outlets in NZ do not allow debate around climate change and often reject any 
discussion or views contrary to the political views being promoted.  He Puapua is another issue where polarizing views are 
developing without rational discussion as Maori are provided with new powers of veto in the health sector, the mandated 
Maori wards in local government and in the proposed water reforms.  Public discussion is dismissed.  The simple premise 
today is that if you are not with me, you are against me which is a sad indictment on our society.  We need discussion and 
we need to learn and understand the views of others.  The dictates of the current government will never suit everyone, but 
the increasing division in our society needs to be stopped.  Much of the division in society today has come about because 
those of us who might have considered ourselves as centrists are now seen as “extreme right” and this is only because the 
left has taken a mighty leap to the left towards socialism and totalitarian control.  Through the last 100 years NZ has been 
proud of its political history where the differences between political opponents was perhaps slight, but now there is a 
massive gulf developing and as the gulf has developed so too has the ignorance of the people with a greater reliance on the 
state to be the only source of truth.  The socialist left decrees views and denies discussion and takes a community to a place 
they know little about, arriving when it is too late.   Discussion and debate are about learning, they are about educating a 
society and they are about providing understanding so views can be discussed without polarizing people.  Alternative views 
should be welcomed by the media and given informed support   The denial of debate becomes propaganda at a level that 
Gobles would have been proud of, and that is what it feels like is happening here!! 
 
 
Contact AgSafe NZ Ltd - Phone 027-2872886.  We can prepare your Work Safe manual and hazard management plan 
at a very competitive price.  We can arrange drug tests and farm maps for your property. 
 
Calf rearing is important for your future production – Check out the Bell-Booth “Queen of Calves” rearing 
plan.  There is research data from Massy University measuring the benefits.  They are clearly documented and 
the long-term benefits are more production per cow and longevity of the animals!!  Research has shown calves 
can be weaned approximately 22 days earlier when Queen of Calves is used. 
 

Q-Labs  for your comprehensive farm soil & nutrient test.  Qlabs are based in Waipawa.  
Soils:  Full Soil Analysis,  Soil Respiration Test,  Home Garden Soil Testing 
Feeds:  Full Feed Analysis,   Ruminant Nitrogen Utilization Efficiency (RNUE),   ME (Metabolizable Energy),    Feed 
Single Element ,    DM (Dry Matter),   Nitrate (Feeds)  
Waters & Effluents:  In Depth Water Test,   Water - Bacterial,   Water - Extras,   Dairy Effluent  (TKN),   Dairy Effluent 
(Totals).   Check out their services at www.qlabs.co.nz  Phone 0800-857733 
 
AgDrive offers courses to upskill yourselves and your staff.  It is important to ensure staff are upskilled and offered 
skill training courses  - When there is an accident or incident that is investigated one important question that is 
always asked relates to the ongoing training offered and undertaken.  AgDrive is an independent training 
establishment.  For course details and training information contact Sue 027-2354408 or Vinette 027-2844219.  


