
WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT:   
Farm Advisors NZ Ltd & AgSafeNZ Ltd 
Property & Farm Management Consultants& Safety Consultants 

Phone: 07-8563443;   e-mail: findlay@farmconsulting.co.nz We are now located at Innovation Park in Hamilton. 
Website: www.farmconsulting.co.nz          http://agsafe.nz   Follow AgSafe on Facebook. 

23 November 2019 
Daily grass growth rates:                                   Range  65 to 80 kg DM/ha/day.  
Average pasture cover:                                      2525 kg DM/ha.   
10 cm soil temperature:                                     20.2⁰C   
Rainfall  (Hamilton)– Month to date:                42 mm.   November 10 year Av  96 mm .   Very low October rainfall 
Stock prices report:                                            Prime steers                         $3.293/kg 
                                                                           Prime bulls                           $3.396/kg 
                                                                           Boner Cows                          $2.743/kg 
                                                                          Store lambs                            $127.08 

  Feeder Calves                        $348.75 
  Weaner bulls to 100 to 120  kg         $4.594/kg av $499.86/head 

I spent time on 3 farms during the week helping prepare their Health & Safety Policies.  It still surprises me that some 
operate with very poor farm maps and no H & S records.  There is a tendency to forget about the land being a hazard with 
steep sidelings, rocky outcrops and swamps – they are all hazards that need to be managed. 

Week commencing  25 November 2019 
 This Week Nth Is This Week Sth Is Last Week Av 1 Year ago 

18 kg YX Lamb (cents/kg) $8.75 $8.65 $8.70 $7.75 

21 kg Mutton (cents/kg) $6.10 $6.00 $6.00 $4.85 

     

P2 Steer (270 to 295 kg) $6.10 $5.90 $5.97 $5.15 

M Cow (160 to 195 kg) $4.85 $4.58 $4.65 $3.70 

Bull (270 to 295 kg) $6.15 $5.85 $5.94 $4.64 

     

Venison (60 kg AP Stag) $8.90 $8.87 $9.91 $10.85 

  Previous Week 1 year ago   2 yrs ago 

Fine Crossbred Indicator price $4.19 $4.02 $ 3.90         $ 4.56 

Mid Micron Indicator price $11.90 $9.87 $16.40          $14.60 

Butter (NZ $ per tonne) $ 6550 $ 6550 $ 5775         $7850 

Skim Milk Powder (SMP NZ $ per tonne) $ 4600 $ 4600 $ 2925         $2500 

Whole Milk Powder (WMP NZ $ per 

tonne) 
$ 5150 $ 5150 $ 3900         $4100               

Cheddar Cheese (NZ $ per tonne) $ 5600 $5600 $ 4900          $5750 

Casein ( lactose casein NZ $ per tonne) $11400 $11400 $ 8050          $7860 

US currency $0.640 $0.639 $0.685         $0.687 

Euro $0.579 $0.579 $0.600         $0.577 

Australian dollar $0.943 $0.940 $0.942         $0.907 
 
Finance:  The NZ dollar firmed again this week after the positive g/DT and the continuing demand for meats.   
Wool:  Coarse wool prices are still weak while there is reasonable demand for the finer wools.  NZ prices are still well below 
Australia’s fine prices.  Wool prices have firmed again last week’s sales. 
Sheep & Venison meats: Lamb schedules are firm as the early lamb supply comes into the market.  Venison prices remain lower 
than the same time last year, & have eased again for the coming week.  
Beef Schedules: Beef prices are steady to firmer with strong demand for prime animals.  Check with your buyers for premium.  
Bull schedules are above the steer schedules in some instances which has not happened for a long time. 
Dairy Prices:  The g/DT lifted 1.7% again during the week.  SMP was up 3.3% and is now over $US3000/tonne for the first time in 
several years.  WMP was up 2.2% to $US3321/tonne.  Pundits are now expecting the Farm Gate price to exceed $7.50/kg ms. 
 
Check the submission and conception rates identifying any possible empty cows as the pre-summer cull is important.  Make sure you 
have the works space booked.  The summer is the unknown and no one can afford to carry surplus cows through a dry period.  Recheck 
your feed budgets and plan for worst and hope for a reasonable summer. 
                                                                                                                                           
Quote:    As we express our gratitude, we must never forget that the highest appreciation is not to utter words, 

but to live by them.  ( JF Kennedy).  Remember it is Thanksgiving in the USA!!! 



 
Jim’s Weekly Rant:   This was the best one I have found!!!! 
Professor Jason D. Hill wrote an open letter to Greta Thunberg and now he's in deep doggy doo.  
 
It went like this: Here is a hard truth to ponder, Greta: if the great producers of this world whom you excoriate were to 
withdraw their productivity, wealth and talents—in short—their minds from the world today, your generation would simply 
perish. Why? Because as children you have done nothing as yet, with your lives besides being born. This is what we expect 
of children until such time as they can be producers by learning from their elders. You are understandably social and 
ecological ballast. You are not yet cognitively advanced to replicate the structures of survival of which you are the 
beneficiaries. 
 
Children are important installments on the future. We have invested in you. It is you and your smug generation which think 
they have nothing to learn from the older ones who are failing themselves. Whom do you expect to employ the majority of 
you if you have neither the job credentials or life competency skills to navigate the world? The future unemployable-
skipping- school-on-Friday obstreperous children? 
 
The truth, as one anonymous blogger aptly put it, is that your generation is unable to work up to forty hours per week 
without being chronically depressed and anxious. Its members cannot even decide if they want to be a boy or a girl, or 
both, or neither, or a “they.” They cannot eat meat without crying. I might add that your generation needs “trigger 
warnings” and “safe spaces” as pre-conditions for learning in school. Its members have a pathological need to be coddled 
and protected from the challenging realities of life. Your generation is the biggest demander and consumer of carbon 
spewing technological gadgets and devices. An hour without any of them and too many of you succumb to paralyzing 
lethargy. Your generation is the least curious and most insular set of individuals one has ever encountered. Your hubris 
extends so far that you think you have nothing to learn from your elders. 
 

Contact AgsafeNZ Ltd  Phone  027-2872886.  We can prepare your Work Safe 
manual and hazard management plan at a very competitive price.  We can arrange 
drug tests and farm maps for your property. 
 
Quad safe helmets – contact Pacific Helmets NZ.  www.pacifichelmets.co.nz/shop 
 
Calf rearing is important for your future production – Check out the Bell-Booth “Queen 
of Calves” rearing plan.  There is research data from Massy University measuring the 
benefits.  They are clearly documented and the long term benefits are more production 
per cow and longevity of the animals!!  Research has shown calves can be weaned 
approximately 22 days earlier when Queen of Calves is used.  The early weaning saves 
milk and allows more milk to be sold! 
 
QLabs  for your comprehensive farm soil & nutrient test.  Qlabs are based in Waipawa.  
Soils:  Full Soil Analysis,  Soil Respiration Test,  Home Garden Soil Testing 
Feeds:  Full Feed Analysis,   Ruminant Nitrogen Utilisation,   Efficiency (RNUE),   ME (Metabolizable 
Energy),    Feed Single Element ,    DM (Dry Matter),   Nitrate (Feeds)  
Waters & Effluents:  In Depth Water Test,   Water - Bacterial,   Water - Extras,   Dairy Effluent  (TKN),   
Dairy Effluent (Totals).   Check out their services at www.qlabs.co.nz  Phone 0800-857733 

 
On Climate Change.  The notion that complex climate “catastrophes” are simply a matter of 
the response … to a single forcing, CO2 (or solar forcing for that matter), represents a gigantic leap 
backwards in the science of climate.  Many disasters associated with warming are simply normal 
occurrences whose existence is falsely claimed to be evidence of warming.  And all these examples 
involve phenomena that are dependent on the confluence of many factors.     Dr Richard Lindzen, Nov 
30, 2009. 
 
Check out our Facebook site Citizens Reject Atmospheric Policies – CRAP.  We will keep you up-dated with 
access to properly researched and peer reviewed scientific papers from eminent astrophysicists and climate 
scientists.  We are not interested in political papers from the hysterical masses!!! 


